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TV-Tools — Digital signage

International Installations and events AV Company, QAV, has supplied and installed over thirty
digital signage systems into the University of Hertfordshire in the UK.

The screens installed range from 42” up to 65” JVC and are positioned across all of the
universities campuses. Each screen is installed with its own silent running player operating
TV-TOOLS digital signage software. The screens are capable of displaying a variety of messages
for the university’s varied content needs. The systems are installed in multiple location types to
maximise their use and content output, from the advanced Weston Auditorium (for theatre,
cinema, lectures and conference meetings) to the newly built state of the art music venue ‘The
Forum’ as well as the many student waiting areas, corridors, cafés, information centres,
restaurants situated across the campuses. The TV-Tools content sent to the screens is delivered
from one location to any one of the screens independently or in groups. This means that unique
content can be transported to each screen, be it adapted PowerPoint slides provided by specific
departments, live streamed video content from graduation ceremonies, live news and weather
feeds, full HD video, audio streams, databases information, animations or newly designed
content from TV-Tools adaptable designer software. All content can be scheduled to be truly
adaptable and appear at certain times of the day, on a certain day of the week or between
specified dates.

For the digital signage install QAV were given a “green” quota to fulfil by the university, so careful
consideration was taken in selecting the equipment to ensure that its power consumption was
conservative. As well as this, each screen is fitted with a proximity sensor so that it has the
capability if nobody is around to view the screens they can shut themselves down. Another way
that this quota was met is that the TV-Tools software has the ability to completely control all of
the functionality of the signage screens so they only are on during hours where they are in use
and off at all other times. The whole system can also be remotely poled for errors so in the
unfortunate event of any issues they can be picked up on promptly and dealt with almost
immediately, keeping any down time to an absolute minimum. This polling also gives feedback
on each players current content output, software version and also runs a log of all players system
status.

With technology and society constantly changing in the way they interact with information, QAV
made sure that the software and hardware selected had room to grow with new trends. The
signage system can easily move with the times displaying in landscape or portrait, using indoor
or outdoor screens, utilising touchscreen functionality for interactive content or room booking
etc.

All of these things combined, show an installed system that not only utilises full HD content and
screens, but has one of the most adaptable signage software solutions that make almost any
idea possible to create, making this one of the most advanced and adaptable signage solutions
around.
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